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Mental health

advecates rally.

“to prevent further

‘feductions in sen‘wce

By WﬂLam Hershey
Sta_ff Wr1te1 :

COLUV[BUS ‘T Whatb

* could bé a prev1ew of com-

, ing state budget: protests;
“advocates for Ohioans with
. mental illness and addiction
- problerss rallied outside the

“Statehotige 2 day after Gov
led Stﬂckland admini ‘
- tion revealed a gapmg bud— -
o get hole B

More cuts i i the cur : nt; .

buidget and the proposed:

‘néw two-year budget niow -
“under consideration would -

, mean “more suicides” and ..
~more people in jail instead .’

v

:of treatment, Robert Mul: =
"’hns public affairs direc-
' tor for the Aleohol, Drug S

Addlctlon and Mental ‘
. Health Services Board for:.

faces a shortfall rangmb i ‘-,:
) from $600 mﬂhon to more

‘;Montgomery County, said -
- after the ra]ly on Wednes- =

T
i

‘ the “ramy' day” fund for‘
o the neW two year state bud

get that takes effect July 1
~ Gayle Channing Tenen-

_baum, cg-chairwoman'of -

the Coalition t6 Protect .
Ohio’s Fiiture, said without.
new taxes — which Strick-
land and legislators have -
ruled out -— the budget =
hole and plans to usé the
“rainy day” fund mean the
budget will have a gap of at
least $1 billion for the fiext -
two years. Her coalition -
includes health, human ser- -
vices and education groups;
The crisis presents some
unpleasant choices, Tenen- -
haum said. In making cuts
Iawmakers and Strickland -
will have to choose between
spending for education or .
“protecting the most vul-

- nerable: our abused and

neglected children, our .
elderly who are abused our
people with mental illness.”
Theannouncement from
Sabety and Levin came Jess
than a week after the Dem- :
ocratic-controlled House
passed its version of the o

- $54 bﬂhon two-year | bud "

Ina meetmg w1th report—
ers, Strickland denied he
held back revenue estlmates‘
S0 Repubhcans in the Sen-
ate would have to make- the
toudh dec131ons -

Repubhcans today wﬂl

* have a chance to quéstion
. Sabety before the Fmance
- Committee.

Staff Writer Laurd A. Bischoff
contributed to this I’epoi-t_g;.,.



